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Abstract

Leadership Based on Self-Awareness of Yongseong Jinjong(FEik rZi)
without Being Caught(fft})

Pak, Byung-kee
(Korea National University of Education)

The protagonists of our time and society are citizens. Citizens do not
live according to their innate status, but through education given as a
right and their own efforts, they live as protagonists of life and society.
In a civil society where citizens are the protagonists, all citizens can
become intellectuals through education, and these intellectuals exist in a
different dimension from traditional intellectuals who were able to secure
status and roles as the ruling class due to their status, etc.

Antonio Gramsci, who divided the types of intellectuals into traditional
intellectuals and organic intellectuals who have the ability to actively
recognize and lead the changes of the times, dreamed of a society where
all citizens become organic intellectuals. Yongseong Jinjong(fEiki=$#), an
intellectual who symbolizes the first half of the 20th century that we
have paid attention to, started out as a traditional intellectual based on
Buddhism, but was also an organic intellectual who actively responded to
changing situations and worked hard for the independence movement.

Yongseong, a traditional intellectual and an organic intellectual,
attempted to connect the theory of non-duality (4~i&%) and the theory
of non-self (#EHim), which understand the self and the other as neither
one nor two, to practical action, using them as a framework of
perception, and this effort deserves to be evaluated as having become
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the foundation for maintaining the mental health of not only the Buddhist
community but also Korean society in the first half of the 20th century.

The discussion of leadership based on 21st century Korean citizens must
assume horizontal relationships among citizens, but it must also be
developed while considering the fact that these citizens are also the
subjects who determine the future of themselves and society. At this
point, we are faced with the due proposition that all citizens can and
should become intellectuals. Intellectuals at this time are organic
intellectuals.

However, since these organic intellectuals are not historically
disconnected human beings, they cannot help but have characteristics that
are dependent on tradition in some way. Our 20th century discussion of
citizens and intellectuals has forgotten or intentionally rejected this point,
leaving serious flaws in the current discourse of the 21st century. It is
the limitation of focusing only on the identity of a global citizen who is
immersed in empty universality, a Korean who is immersed in nationalistic
patriotism, or even an isolated and selfish individual who cannot properly
handle the multiple identities of myself, Korean, and global people.

Despite securing more than enough external abundance and freedom,
Korean citizens and civil society in the 21st century still have severe
difficulties in recognizing themselves and society as they are. This
difficulty is working in a way that aggravates the suffering of our
society, which we live in harmony with, as well as our own lives. The
starting point for breaking that chain is to secure a perspective that
allows us to view ourselves as a being dependent on tradition, based on
the premise of inequality with others, and based on that starting point,
we can expand into practices that open up the possibility of solidarity
among Korean citizens toward a better future. Yongseong Jinjong’s
self-awareness-based leadership could be an important milestone in this
process.
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