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Abstract

Kim Tae—heup's Assimilation of Western Philosophical Trends in the
Late 1920s

Kim, Young—jin
(Dongguk University WISE Campus)

In the late period of the Japanese colonial rule, Kim Tae—heup, a
missionary monk, primarily operated. He studied in Japan for an
extended period in the 1920s, where he learned Buddhism as one of the
universal religions. Upon his return to Korea in the late 1920s, he
promoted Buddhism through various means, including lectures,
newspapers, and radio broadcasts. During the process of promoting
Buddhism, he reinterpreted Buddhism and, in the course of
reinterpretation, infused modern universal concepts into Buddhism.

Particularly in the late 1920s, he actively introduced Western
philosophical and social trends, comparing them to Buddhism to discover
universal values and concepts within Buddhism. He evaluated individual
philosophical themes and social doctrines from a Buddhist perspective,
including Western philosophers like Kant, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, as
well as epistemological and ontological debates, individualism, and
utilitarianism.

Kim Tae—heup introduced the concepts of “free will” and “good will”
from Kant's ethics, associating them with the expression “Zijingqiyi (H
H§IE)" found in the “Qifotongjieji (LM, The Verse of the
Common Teaching of the Seven Ancient Buddhas).” He aimed to

cultivate the modern individual as an “ethical subject” in line with
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Buddhist principles. Furthermore, he introduced Schopenhauer’s
philosophy, emphasizing its resemblance to Buddhism, and argued that
the Great Vehicle Buddhism was actually the “salvation teaching” while
highlighting the “esoteric” nature of Buddhism.

Kim Tae—heup discussed epistemology and ontology, revealing his
own social perspectives. Notably, he criticized materialism for leading to
greed, and idealism for leading to nihilism. He argued that Buddhism was
neither materialism nor idealism, emphasizing that the Buddhist concept
of “Zhenru (BN, tathata)” transcended materialistic substantialism and

overcame idealistic nihilism.

Key words
Kim Tae—heup, Kant, free will, Schopenhauer, pessimism, salvationism,

materialism, idealism
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