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Abstract

Seo-ong Seokho’s Ethical Meaning of True Person
- Through Comparison with ‘Virtue' Ethics -

Kim, Jong-yong
(Completion of Doctoral Course, Dept. of Seon Studies,
Dongguk Univ., Seoul.)

The purpose of this study is to understand the ethical meaning of
Seo-ong Seokho’s thought by comparatively analyzing Seo-ong Seokho’s
[543 f1%, 1912-2003] true man and the modern ‘virtue’ ethics.

The modern ‘virtuous’ethic was triggered by self-reflection on modern
rationalistic rationalism, and Seo-ong Seokho also criticized Western
civilized [scientism-rationalism] ideas as philosophies that oppose each
other and encourage conflict. As such, both ideas criticize the ethics of
rationalistic rationalism. Also, both ideologies believed that the answer lies
in human character in order to promote or restore human ethics. Their
idea is that each individual will become a subject who can choose and
judge moral good for himself by having a good character. In other words,
it speaks of the ‘actor’- centered ethics. Seen in this way, both ideologies
believe that all human beings should judge and act on their own
according to the special circumstances and conditions in which they are
placed.

However, in order to realize this, the process of practice or
self-cultivation was different. Seo-ong Seokho’s methodology, meditation,
is a hui[£f] that is revealed as soon as one enters into ding[’©] by
ignoring all of one’s consciousness and thoughts and only contemplating
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the topic, without realizing that all things in the world are one and doing
it without thinking of doing it. It is said that ‘Tong-ti-ci-beil[j#%#3L]
and ‘Zi-li-li-ta[ (1 FIFIfih]” are practiced. However, the character revealed
in the ‘virtue’ethics was embodied by ‘habit’. This habit is not made by
simply repeating any action, but through ‘consideration’ based on
‘practical wisdom’, and this practical wisdom was enhanced by
accumulating social experience. As such, the purpose of Seo-ong Seokho’s
meditation practice is to realize one’s original public character, and to
speak of the act of wisdom revealed in this. Therefore, in order to do
‘Tong-ti-ci-bei [[F&%47E] and ‘Zi-li-li-ta [FFIFfth]” that Seo-ong Seokho
said, it was necessary to acquire wisdom through good deeds. On the
other hand, in the ‘virtuous'ethics, it is said that one’s character is
confirmed and embodied in the process of making a habit of doing it by
contemplating on the basis of practical wisdom acquired through various
experiences. It can be seen that the basic ideas of the two ideas, that is,
the ethical potential of human beings are the same in that they are
searched for in human nature, but there are some differences in their
methodology and logic.

Therefore, Seo-ong Seokho’s ethical thought is characterized by an
‘actor’- centered ethics in which each individual reveals his/her own
wisdom by cultivating his/her character, and through this, each individual
becomes a subject of morality and judges and acts according to
conditions. This was consistent with the theory of ‘virtue'thics, which is
leading modern ethics. However, there was a part where each individual’s
performance process was different from each other.

Key words
Seo-ong seokholP4%5 {1, true person, Soenlifi], Buddhist Ethics, Virtue
Ethics, Aristotle
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