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Abstract

Kim Gu-ha’s Travel to Geumgang Mountain in 1932

Lee, Kyung-soon
(National Museum of Korean Contemporary History)

Kim Gu-ha(1872-1965) was the chief monk of Tongdosa Temple and a
leading figure in the Buddhist order in 1910-1920’s. Kim Gu-ha was a
major figure in modern buddhist history who is needed research on
diverse perspective. Among the various writings left by Kim Gu-ha, I
researched Geumgangsan Gwansangrok("=734t87¢% ), a travel record to
Geumgang Mountain in 1932.

Kim Gu-ha’s record covered 130 days that was a long-term diary travel
record of Geumgang Mountain, and it vividly captured the travel process
and the appearance of the Geumgang Buddhist temples from the
perspective of a mature Buddhist in old age.

Kim Gu-ha wrote the appearance of infrastructure such as the electric
train, newly establised mountain roads, and transformation of villages
around Geumgang Mountain. And also he recorded the impressive
appearance of major temples, the reconstruction of Mahayeon and the
practice of Baek Sung-wook in Geumgang Mountain in the early 1930s. In
addition, he revealed the situation of traditional Buddhism and secularized
Buddhism, and the practice of bhikkhuni of Geumgang Mountain. These
records showed that Buddhism of Geumgang Mountain existed as a living
Buddhism, dispelling the fixed images of temples in Geumgang Mountain.

Therefore, Kim Gu-ha’s travel records can be said to be important
historical sources for understanding the space transformation and
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Buddhism of Geumgang Mountain in modern period.

Key words
Geumgang Mountain, Geumgang Mountain Buddhism, Kim Gu-ha,

Geumgang Mountain Buddhist temple, Geumgang Mountain Tourism,

Geumgangsan Gwansangrok
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