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Abstract

Circumstance’s Surrounding the Creation of the Register of Buddhist Temple
Properties and Its Significance

Kim, Sung-sun
(HK Research-Professor of Dongguk Univ.)

This essay explores the creation of the Register of Buddhist Temple Properties
and the list of Buddhist temple properties during the colonial era in Korea, while
also considering the significance of the Register of Buddhist Temple Properties as
a preserved record.

The Governor-General of Korea required a list of property held by temples
across the nation in order to regulate the management and sale of temple
properties in colonial Korea. The work of making such a list was an extensive
undertaking that targeted not just temple properties, but also tangible and
intangible cultural assets. This undertaking was carried out throughout the
colonial period by utilizing non-—regular employees and the administration
apparatus of Joseon.

The list of temple proprieties was based on the Buddhist Temple Law
(Sachallyeong), Buddhist Temple Law Enforcement Regulations (Sachallyeong
Sihaeng Gyuchik), and Temple Act (Sabeop), and therefore was the result of
laws and enforcement orders enacted by the Governor-General of Korea. In
contrast, the Register of Buddhist Temple Properties, which was made after 1928,
came about due to factors internal to Korean Buddhism itself, and was made
using survey results collected by the Governor-General of Korea. After
establishing New Schools as a part of missionary work for modernizing and
popularizing Buddhism, the debt of Buddhist temples continued to increase. Also,
Buddhist temples had to bear the living costs of the increasing number of monks
with families during the colonial period. Moreover, land owned by temples was
continually used for newly constructed public buildings, roads, and bridges. The
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Buddhist Temple Law granted chief monks an overabundance of authority, and
they began abusing their power in regards to temples financial problems,
resulting in many cases of temples losing assets.

Therefore, the Register of Buddhist Temple Properties, which was made during
this specific moment, had the ability to document cases of damage, theft, or sale
of temple assets, meaning it could function as a check against illicit buying and
selling by chief monks of temples. According to the Buddhist Temple Law, the
sale or disposal of temple properties had to be approved by the Governor-General
of Korea, and therefore in cases where a property was sold without registering it
with the Governor-General, responsibility would fall on the head chief in charge
of the properties.

External factors, such as the 1911 promulgation of the Buddhist Temple Law,
Buddhist Temple Law Enforcement Regulations, and the Temple Act, were
important factors influencing the creation of the list of Buddhist temple properties.
Also, it is likely that the Register of Buddhist Temple Properties was created in
order to stop the indiscriminate sale of temple properties resulting from internal
problems in Korean Buddhism in the latter half of the 1920s.

Key words

Buddhist Temple Law(Sachallyeong), Buddhist Temple Law Enforcement
Regulations(Sachallyeong Sihaeng Gyuchik), Temple Act(Sabeop), the List of
Buddhist Temple Properties, the Register of Buddhist Temple Properties,
Japanese Colonial Era.
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