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Abstract

Searching for a Buddhist Solution between Korean and Japan
- At the point of the history in the acceptance of Sila-vinaya —

Oh, Ho-youn(Ven. Yu-jeong)
(Department of Education, Deputy Director
Korean Bhisuni Association of Jogye Order)

Today, world economy seems to be in the fierce battle field without any sound
of bullet heard. The relation between Korea and Japan has long experienced ups
and downs in the economic, political entanglement to take the initiative. But It
was Korea that brought Buddhism to Japan and delivered the Precepts and
Thpitaka Koreana for the first time. Japan to which Korea introduced Tripitaka
Koreana and metal type was able to become a powerhouse in publishing,
including Buddhist canon, rather than focusing on meditation. On the other hand
Korean Buddhist sangha which has kept purity through celibacy tradition was
tarnished by Japan's officially allowing Sangha marriage and meat during the
Japanese colonial occupancy.

A Japanese éramaneri named Zenshin(ZEi) came to Baekje(F#%), and practiced
for two years under the guidance of Korean bhiksunis. After becoming the
Japanese first bhiksuni, she returned home to Japan ordained the first Japanese
bhiksu by herself.

From the creation of Trpitaka Koreana1365) in the Koryo(SHE) to the
Japanese invasion of Korea(#llff) in Imjin year(FRZAL, 1592-1598), Japan
obtained diverse Buddhist scriptures from Korea and China, including 7iiprtaka
Koreana Finally Japan succeeded to compile a vast “7ripitaka (—YKE)” of over
6,000 books. The Tripitaka became the foundation for the compilation of the
“Taisyou shinsyu  daizoukyoul KIEFTERMAS)”, which is unrivaled in modern
Buddhist society. However, during the Japanese colonial period, the Japanese
government tried to ruin the pure Korean Sangha by forcing Korean bhiksus to
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get married and eat meat. Their intention was to cause anti-Buddhism in Korean
people and to Japanize Korean Buddhism.

Up to Today, the Korean Sangha has tried to keep celibacy for the pure Sangha,
but in Japan, the pure Sangha has almost collapsed, which is originated from a
false understanding of the precepts. Thus, for the restoration of the pure Sangha,
it is time to promote the cooperation between Korea and Japan and to establish
the right understanding of Buddhist precepts.

So, this paper try to find a Buddhist solution in the historic relations of
Buddhist interchange between Japan and Korea. Especially nowadays when the
relations in almost all aspects are getting worse, we need to seek measures
needed to improve the relation and enlarge the cultural exchanges. And we, Japan
and Korea, can think to reopen a place for conversations on the Precepts and
exchange the diverse viewpoints on them.

Key words

the Japanese first bhiksuni Zenshin(G&iifl), origination of the Japanese 7Trpitaka
(—Uk%), the allowance for monk marrige with eatting meat in Japan and
Korea, relationship between Korea and Japan of $§ila-vinaya, bodhisattva—Sila
and self ordination, Effects of the Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592.
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